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What does scorching hot weather, snow 

storms, sand storms, 50+ MPH winds, 

sunburn, windburn, chapped lips, 

coyotes, scorpions, horned toad lizards, 

leopard lizards, collared lizards, whip-

tale lizards, snakes, jackrabbits, 

antelope, ghost towns, dumps, shovels, 

rakes, picks, sifters, detectors, 

facemasks, goggles, buttons, tokens, 

coins, bottles, marbles, relics, silver, 

gold, gambling, good food, good friends, 

late nights, sore muscles, blisters, and 

lots and lots of trash, (and did I mention 

GOLD!) all have in common? 

It can only be the 2011 Tonopah trip! 

June  2011 

The Mount Diablo Metal Detecting Clubôs first dedication is to treasure hunting in all its forms and to use and 
enforce the treasure hunterôs Code of Ethics.  The second dedication is to community.  We complete this 
dedication through the use of our trained Community Assistance Team and our support of the Blind Camp. 

ñIôm not leaving until I find that Tonopah token!ò 



As a first-timer Tonopah miner (hey, that 

rhymes!) my initial impression of the Tonopah 

dumps was completely overwhelming.  We 

heard all about it in the club meetings leading 

up to the trip, but nothing can really prepare 

you for the Tonopah experience.  The dump is 

enormous, with piles of rusty cans, broken glass, 

and debris as far as the eye can see. 

Itôs extremely dusty and clouds of dirt fill the 

air from every sifter and passing automobile.  

Amazingly beautiful and sometimes dangerous 

desert creatures scurry around as everyone is 

digging, sifting, and scanning for treasure. 

Not only did we sift tons of dirt at the dumps, 

we also visited and detected at many of the local 

ghost towns dating back into the 1800ôs. 

I quickly realized that 6 days in Tonopah was 

not nearly enough time to visit all of the places 

in the surrounding area! 

There were numerous great finds throughout 

the trip by many of our club members and 

other acquaintances.  In an effort to minimize 

the size of this newsletter and not spoil the 

surprises, I will refrain from listing them all 

here!  Iôm sure weôll be hearing all about them 

at the upcoming club meeting on June 14th. 

Tonopah - 2011 
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Remains of a bank at the Candelaria ghost town 

Several of our club members at the Tonopah dumps 

An amazing find by a former club member:  $5 Gold! 


